Box 6-2.

Census 2000 Highlight on Nursing Homes
Data from Census 2000 revealed
that 4.5 percent of the population
65 and older resided in a nursing home. This percentage varied
across states and regions. The
reasons were discussed above, and
include healthy seniors’ outmigration from cold climates and return
migration when health begins to
fail. Rural and urban diﬀerences
may also explain some of the
variation.
As seen in Figure 6-10, states in the
Midwest have the highest share of
their older population residing in
nursing homes, while states in the
West have relatively low proportions. In Iowa, for example, 7.2
percent of the population 65 and

older lived in a nursing home, compared with 1.6 percent in Hawaii.
Four states had less than 2 percent
(Nevada, Alaska, Arizona, and
Hawaii), while eight states had
more than 6 percent (Figure 6-10).
In the majority of states, between
4 percent and 6 percent of the
population 65 and older were
residing in a nursing home.

of long-term care alternatives now
supplement traditional nursing
home settings.
The changes in the size of the
nursing home population were not
uniform. While the Northeast and
the South both saw increases (3.3
percent and 4.4 percent), this population decreased by 6.4 percent in
the Midwest and by 14.9 percent
in the West (Table 6-6). Alaska and
the District of Columbia experienced declines of more than onethird, and Washington dropped by
29.8 percent. In contrast, Nevada
experienced an increase of 41.6
percent (Table 6-6). The diﬀerences
among states are shown in
Figure 6-11.

Census 2000 data indicate that the
number of people 65 and older
who resided in a nursing home
declined by 2.1 percent between
1990 and 2000, in contrast with
the increase of 29 percent that
occurred between 1980 and 1990
(Table 6-6). As discussed earlier,
in many instances, diﬀerent types

Figure 6-10.

AK

Percent of the State Population Aged 65 and Over Residing
in a Nursing Home: 2000
United States
4.5 percent

WA
MT

VT

ND

ME

NH

MN

OR
ID

MI

IL

UT

OH

IN

CO

CA

WV
KS

CT

PA

IA

NE

NV

MA

NY

WI

SD
WY

MO

VA

KY

RI

NJ
DE
MD
DC

NC
AZ

OK

NM

TN
AR

SC
MS

TX

AL

Percent
Under 4.5

GA

4.5 to 4.9
LA

5.0 to 5.9
FL

6.0 or more

HI

Note: The reference population for these data is the resident population.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2001. For full citation, see references at end of chapter.
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